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Town of Clear Lake - Plan Commission  
Meeting Minutes – May 9, 2012 

 
 

Plan Commission President Bill Geiger called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  President Geiger 
introduced the members of the Plan Commission. 
 

Emma Brown 
Roger Dammeier 
Chris Folland 
Bill Geiger 
Bob Lewis 
Mike Long 
George Schenkel 
 

It was determined that a quorum was present.  Neal Blythe, Town Attorney and Amy Schweitzer, Zoning 
Administrator, were also present.  President Geiger introduced and welcomed new Plan Commission 
member Roger Dammeier.   
 
President Geiger stated the minutes of the last meeting had been sent out via e-mail.  Hearing no 
questions or comments on the minutes, Geiger entertained a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  
Mr. Schenkel made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2012 meeting as presented.  Mrs. 
Brown seconded the motion.  Motion carried with all in favor.     
 
President Geiger stated that the next item of business was a Public Hearing on a proposed amendment 
(Amendment #7) to the Clear Lake Unified Development Ordinance.  Mr. Folland made a motion to 
suspend the regular meeting of the Plan Commission and open the public hearing.  Mr. Dammeier 
seconded the motion.  Geiger explained that the amendment was minor, but welcomed comments from 
the public.   
 
Mr. Gerald McArdle, 294 Prospect Street, made the following comments: 
 Confirmed that the amendment prohibited above ground swimming pools.  Mr. McArdle asked about 

confusing hot tubs and above ground pools stating the Unified Development Ordinance did not 
include a definition of a hot tub, but probably should.   

 Confirmed that the amendment increased the coverage ratio of brick pavers from 75% to 90%.  
McArdle asked about the data on which the change was based.  There was discussion about the use of 
polymer sand to fill the cracks and how that material does not allow any filtration of water.   

 Regarding page 5-57, changes regarding mechanical equipment, concern was expressed about how 
this would impact small lots and existing properties.  Folland stated that the only real change was now 
specifically permitting generators in the street yard envelope.  There was discussion about the size of 
generators and their frequency of use.  President Geiger stated that the Plan Commission’s main focus 
was on new construction and actually “designing” new homes with appropriate areas for mechanical 
equipment.  The Plan Commission also agreed that generators should be required to connect to 
sewage grinder pumps. 

 McArdle expressed concern about now requiring an Improvement Location Permit (ILP) for outdoor 
mechanical equipment.  He asked if folks in existing cottages would be required to move their 
condenser units if they could not meet the Unified Development Ordinance provisions.   

 McArdle asked about the purple text regarding permit procedures.  Mr. Folland explained the purple 
text had not changed; it was just a numbering change.  McArdle pointed out two (2) typographical 
errors in the purple text. 
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President Geiger asked for other questions or comments from the audience.  There being no additional 
comments, Mr. Folland made a motion to close the public hearing.  Mr. Dammeier seconded the motion.  
Motion carried with all voting in favor.  Folland then made a motion to re-open the Plan Commission 
meeting.  Mr. Dammeier seconded the motion, and the motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Mr. McArdle, from the audience, commented that the amendment did not follow the timing of other 
amendments – it was occurring earlier in the calendar year.  Mr. Folland stated that this year the focus 
was on reviewing the Town’s Master Plan and that review would take place over the summer months.  
 
Mr. Folland stated that he agreed the Unified Development Ordinance probably needed a definition for 
“hot tub.”  After some discussion, the following definition was proposed: an above ground tub designed 
to hold water and does not exceed eighty-one (81) square feet in area.  Mr. Folland made a motion to 
accept that definition as part of Amendment #7.  Mr. Dammeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
with all voting in favor. 
 
Mr. Dammeier made a motion to send a favorable recommendation to the Town Council regarding 
Amendment #7 to the Unified Development Ordinance.  Mr. Folland seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried with seven (7) votes in favor and zero (0) against.  Town Attorney Neal Blythe told the Plan 
Commission that the Town Council would hear the proposed amendment at the Council’s regularly 
scheduled June meeting and it could become effective immediately after Town Council approval. 
 
Under Old Business, President Geiger reported that there had been several membership changes since the 
February meeting.  Mrs. Sue Williams resigned her Town Council seat, and as a result, her Plan 
Commission seat.  Mr. Folland was appointed to fill Mrs. Williams Town Council seat and as a result, the 
Plan Commission seat Williams held.  Mr. Dammeier was then appointed to fulfill the remainder of 
Folland’s executive appointment seat on the Plan Commission.  
 
It was reported that Mr. Schenkel resigned as Vice-President of the Plan Commission.  President Geiger 
asked for nominations for Vice-President of the Plan Commission.  Mrs. Brown nominated Mr. Chris 
Folland.  Mr. Dammeier seconded the nomination.  The Plan Commission unanimously voted to elect Mr. 
Folland as Vice-President of the Plan Commission.   
 
President Geiger told the Commission that they needed to appoint someone to serve on the Clear Lake 
Board of Zoning Appeals (the position formerly held by Folland).  Mr. Folland recommended Mr. 
Dammeier be the Board of Zoning Appeals representative.  Mr. Lewis seconded the recommendation.  
The Plan Commission unanimously voted Mr. Dammeier be appointed to serve on the Board of Zoning 
Appeals as the Plan Commission Representative.   
 
The Plan Commission also appointed Mr. Long to serve as Dammeier’s alternate to the Board of Zoning 
Appeals with a motion made by Mr. Folland and seconded by Mrs. Brown.  Mr. Long reluctantly agreed 
to be the alternate. 
 
President Geiger reported that an Administrative Subdivision for John and Pamela Riedeman, 126 Chapel 
Avenue, had been completed.  The Administrative Subdivision combined two lots. 
 
Geiger reported that the Executive Committee had no business to report other than the Unified 
Development Ordinance amendment that had already been discussed.   
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Schweitzer reported that Chris Folland, Bruce Spangler, and Mary Lee Gecowets had agreed to be on the 
Comprehensive Plan Update Steering Committee, but not much work had been completed on the 
Comprehensive Plan Update due to time constraints. 
 
Mr. Folland reported that the Clear Lake Association was completing a survey about the community’s 
desires for the future of the Public Beach. 
 
President Geiger introduced an amended set of Plan Commission Rules of Procedure.  Staff Schweitzer 
stated these amendments grew out of changes to Indiana Code and the addition of “public hearing” signs 
that will be required by the Plan Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals when public hearings are 
scheduled.  Geiger asked for questions or concerns.  Hearing none, Mr. Folland made a motion to approve 
the amendments to the Clear Lake Plan Commission Rules of Procedure as presented.  Mr. Schenkel 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Mrs. Brown made a motion to adjourn the Plan Commission meeting.  Mr. Schenkel seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 8:11 PM. 
 
 
____________________________ 
Amy Schweitzer, Secretary 


